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Normal Curve: The bell-shaped curve pictured above is called a normal curve. Normal curves 
show the distribution of scores in a population. The most frequently earned scores fall in the middle 
of the distribution while there are far fewer on either side. 

Standard Scores: A student's raw score is converted to and reported as standard scores, which 
are statistics that tell us where their score lies in comparison to a population. Standard scores have 
an average of 100 and a standard deviation of 15, as pictured on the top row of the diagram. The 
majority of students in the population (two-thirds or 68.26%) score within 15 points from the mean, 
or average, between 85 and 115. 

Scaled Score: A scaled score is a conversion of a student's raw score to a common scale that allows 
for a numerical comparison. A scaled score of 10 is considered average.

T Scores: These are standardized scores where the mean (average) is 50 and the standard deviation is 
10. The majority of students are in the 40-60 range for these assessments (approximately two thirds).

Percentile Ranks: The percentile rank of a particular standard score is defined as the percentage 
of the scores in a distribution which are at or below the particular score. For example, a standard 
score of 100 has a percentile rank of 50. 

Ranges: The ranges listed at the bottom of the normal curve chart give an efficient way of 
classifying standard scores. These are descriptive labels based on the standard score or t-score. 

Scaled Score 108 126 14




